








AUTHOR'S NOTE

T

Ihe exact date of the composition of Beowul( s not

known. It )s an epic poem that was passed dows orallhs
for many generations before st was recorded. The

first existing manuscript dates to around 1000 AD

The death of Hygelac, Beowulf's lord, is recorded i

521 AD n the Frankish annals. The most probable

date of Beowulf s composition, then, 1s thought 1o be
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. House of the Sovidings ruled in Denmark.
| The first of the line was Scyid, whom men .8
' called Son of the Sheaf because he came
- no man knew whence, & a little child, in
A boar with & sheaf of com, floating on
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| Now, the time chme that King SoAd mst
E die, foride"mu&dudW S 1
L they carried him to the sea, and thete stood.
 his ship, newly adormed, with sails set 86
| for & voyage. There in the widdie, havd by
| the mast, did the comrtdes of Sod the
memmmwmw
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HEOROT this hall was named,

and many an hour the clansmen spent
there in cheer and revel, till there came
an evil guest within its walls.

GRENDEL was his name,
and he dwelt among the moors and
fens. He was of an accursed race,
and he had long lived in jealous







Grendel sedrched out this lofty hall, And
there he ruled in rage, devoured all who
dared abide there, until empty stood the
hall At night
















Certain men are newly come, my
lord, far across the sea from the
land of the Geats, and the name

of their chief is BEOWULF. They
make petition that they may speak
with thee, and 1 would counsel that
thou refuse not their request, for
their gear is that of worthy men
and their chief is a noble prince.

I knew him well when he was
yet a boy. His father was
Ecgtheow, to whom Hrethel
the Geat gave his only daughter
in marriage. And now that he
has grown to man’s estate, he is
come to visit us. And indeed it
gifts over the seas to the Geats
say that he has in his grip the
strength of thirty men.
























































































.t
. ‘0'
‘J .

m .~.o...
IR T P o4

) .

2
T
















Ring Hrothgar then gave to Reg
many costly gifts. In great cheer gy
warriors laid themselves down to
sleep, but there was one dmong they
who was doomed to pay dearly for
his rest.



















Then Beowulf donned his gear of war, helm and
breastplate hardy: and lastly he took up the
sword Lnferth vouchsafed him: HRUNTING

it was named, an anclent hetrloom, its blade
with t\\[ﬂu“t‘lt\‘d l\u\ll{\'ll\‘({ and k\'\‘ll,




With Hrunting | seek doom of glory,
or death shall take me!







